The Proper Care of Leopard Geckos
By Doug Anderson
Introduction

What A Stud!
This piece of literature on leopard geckos is not
intended to be a scientific paper, it is simply a
collection of ideas and knowledge based on
personal experiences that I have had with leopard
geckos.
Leopard geckos a relatively small, growing to a
maximum of roughly 20cm, they are hardy, easy
to keep and look after, they tame very easily,
they are easy to breed, they are now available in
very attractive patterns and colours and make a
good choice of reptile to have as a pet.

Juvenile Leopard Gecko.
Juveniles are a bit fragile and to witness the
transgression from juvenile to adult is an
experience that only a true herper would
appreciate. I keep many reptiles, leopard geckos
being a fairly large part of my collection and
although I do not have favourite reptiles, I will
say that I would not be a complete herper, had I
not had leopard geckos as part of my reptile
collection.
I hope the information and helpful tips render
useful to the reader and if nothing else, I hope
you enjoy the photography.
Doug Anderson

www.snakesalive.co.za

General Information About Leopard Geckos
Classification of Leopard Geckos:
Kingdom: Animalia (All Animals)
Phylum: Chordata (Animals with a notochord)
Subphylum: Vertebrata (Vertebrates – have a
spine)
Class: Reptilia (All Reptiles)
Order: Squamata (lizards and snakes)
Suborder: Lacertilia
Family: Gekkonidae
Genus: Eublepharis
Species: macularius
Leopard Geckos are scientifically known as
Eublepharis macularius which simply translated,
means true eyelid spotted gecko. They occur in
India and Pakistan in desert and arid grassland
regions. Adults average around 20cm in length
from tip of nose to tip of tail. Leopard Geckos
are characteristically known for their yellow
background colour and black spots all over their
body and a very fat tail.

Leopard Geckos in all their glory. What
Beauties!
Juvenile (baby) leopard geckos differ from adults
in that they have horizontal bands of brown and
yellow along the body and they have a white
"smile" marking on the back of the head. The
bands break up into black spots on patches of
yellow and grey background colouring as the
gecko matures into adulthood.

Juvenile leopard gecko. Notice the bands vs.
the spots seen in the adult form.
Leopard Geckos have a protective mechanism
whereby they are able to let their tail break off
from the body when too much pressure is applied

to the tail. This process, known as autotonomy is
not painful for the gecko. The blood vessels in
the tail seal immediately where the tail breaks off.

Adult leopard gecko with a piece of its tail
missing. The tail will grow back over a
period of time.
The tail usually breaks off where the tail pinches
in slightly, at the base, but it can break anywhere
along the tail. Fortunately leopard geckos also
have the ability to regenerate their tails.

Leopard gecko with a regenerated tail.
Notice the fatter smoother regenerated part
of the tail.
The regenerated tail will differ from the original
tail in a number of ways, the tail will be shorter,
fatter, smoother in texture and the patterning will
be different to that of the original tail
Never pick your gecko up by its tail and when
handling your gecko, always support the body in
your hands and always be in control of your
gecko.

The correct way to handle a leopard gecko.
Your thumb should be on top of the head, your
index finger supporting under the jaw and your
other three fingers around the body of the gecko
– not around the tail!

The correct way to support a leopard gecko
in your hand.
Leopard geckos are quite active and can be rather
quick when they get motivated. Obviously
juveniles are much quicker and generally more
active than adults. Juveniles shouldn't be held as
their tails are much more fragile to that of an
adult and just the slightest pressure on the tail
will cause it to break off.
Try avoid handling a juvenile as much as possible,
and when you absolutely have to, then support it
in a open cup shaped hand (as if you were
begging) and keep your eyes on the little gecko.

Caring for your Leopard Gecko
Housing

Different forms of caging, plastic cages and
wooden enclosures.
Leopard geckos will do well in any enclosure
providing that a few basics are taken care of.
Firstly the type of enclosure you are intending to
use must be big enough to hold however many
geckos you plan to keep.
A Simple two foot fish tank would be more than
adequate to house two or three geckos. A three
foot fish tank would be able to hold at least six
geckos comfortably.
Another option for housing would be plastic
containers known as desert dens which come in
various sizes and dimensions.

Range of plastic cages to house different
reptiles such as leopard geckos. This range
is made by Savic.

Picture of a unit housing a few plastic
enclosures for reptiles on display.
There are other alternatives such as a wooden
enclosure with glass sliding doors in the front.

An example of a wooden enclosure to house
reptiles such as leopard geckos.
This is very attractive and in the long run,
probably the safer and easier set up.
Interior Design

Once you have selected your enclosure, the
interior is the next stage to look at. A suitable
substrate is needed for the geckos to walk on.
Again, it is personal preference as to what you
use. I have kept geckos on a carpet mat called
Astroturf and have found it to work well, the only
complaint is that when geckos eat something
straight off the surface, they sometimes get their
jaw caught in the carpet.

Astroturf, a type of carpet-like substrate.
I have seen this happen and the gecko has
managed to free itself without any damage
caused to its jaw. I have heard that their claws
on their feet sometimes also get caught but I
haven't witnessed this myself. You can purchase
a fine Astroturf that works very well, not allowing
anything to get caught in its fibres.

Gecko walking on Astroturf.
The other alternative is to use a substrate like
corn cobb or gravel, the only problem is when you
feed them live insects like mealworms, they might
ingest some of the gravel at the same time.
Another option is to simply use news paper.

Gravel used as a substrate could be ingested
by gecko when it is feeding and is therefore
not recommended.
Once you have decided on a substrate for the
gecko to walk on, then you can fill the enclosure
with rocks, plastic plants and drift wood. Plastic
plants are the best as natural plants can carry
mites and other small insects that could be
harmful to your gecko. Natural plants also
require a lot attention.

Fully equipped wooden gecko enclosure.
It is also advisable to make sure that you wash all
rock and wood with boiling water and let it stand
for a couple of days in the water before you

introduce it to the enclosure, by doing this, you
kill any harmful small spiders or bugs that could
be residing in the cracks and crevices of the rock
or wood.

You also need to bear in mind that you will be
cleaning the enclosure at least once a week and if
the cage is crowded with rocks, wood and plants,
it is going to take you ages to clean.
The most important thing to remember is the
lighting in your cage. Full spectrum UV lighting is
essential for maximum growth and best health for
your gecko.

Day Glo and Night Glo Bulbs made by Zoo
Med, specifically designed for reptile
enclosures, give off UVB and also adequate
heat.
You only need to have the light on for the
duration that the sun is up. There are special
lights specifically designed for reptiles which you
can purchase.

There are lights designed to give off certain UV
rays for Iguanas, Lizards, Tortoises, Snakes etc
and there are also lights designed to replicate day
and night and also just to give off heat.

Full spectrum Fluorescent UV-lighting for
reptiles made by Zoo Med.
The other very important thing to remember is
cleanliness. Your gecko will pick a spot in its cage
and it will defecate and urinate in the same spot
all the time. It is important to clean out the
enclosure regularly for your sake and the geckos.
It is a good idea to also buy some sterilising
agent to wipe the cage with when you clean it.

Bronocide, and example of a cage
disinfectant to clean your cage with.
A shallow water bowl should be provided for your
gecko to drink from and new water should be
provided every day.

A leopard gecko having a drink.

You could also place the water bowl over the
heating pad or in the warmer section of the
enclosure to increase the humidity, especially
when your gecko is going to shed.

This gecko sure is thirsty! Geckos lap up
water in much the same fashion as a dog
would.
A small shallow dish should be provided with
some calcium, which the gecko will lick when it
wants to.
A trick I use to ensure that my geckos get enough
calcium in their diet, is to throw the crickets or
mealworms into the bowl with calcium first and
the gecko eats from there.

A gecko feasting on an escapee mealworm.

A hungry leopard gecko focussing on the
next item on the menu. I see you baby,
wiggling that ass!
Your gecko will want a place where it can be out
of the light and attention of the world, so it is a
good idea to provide a place for it to hide. A
simple ice cream tub with a hole cut out of the
side will do perfectly.

This hide box also acts as a nesting box for
gravid females like this lovely lady with a
newly laid egg.
It is a good idea to put some sphagnum moss or
peat moss in the tub and ensure that it remains
damp. The high humidity in the box will provide a
place where your gecko will love to reside.

A hide box can be used to allow your gecko a
bit of privacy. Although you might want to
use a container that will retain some
humidity and moisture.
Another accessory you will need for your gecko is
a heat source. I have found that a simple heating
pad placed under the enclosure on one side of the
cage is more than adequate.
Also check in summer that the daytime
temperature doesn't climb too high and kill your
gecko. Your optimum temperature should be
around 80*F or 27*C.
If you want to grow your gecko through winter,
then you will have to keep the heating pad on all
the time.

A range of sizes of heating pads used to heat
reptile enclosures.

Heating cable can also be used to heat
reptile enclosures.

Feeding your Leopard Gecko

A hungry gecko spotting its prey, an escapee
mealworm.
You can wiggle, but you can't hide!
Leopard geckos will eat a wide range of insects
and it is always good to vary their diet from time
to time.

The easiest food source to come by is mealworms,
crickets and pinkies.

Mealworms make a good meal for leopard
geckos, but shouldn't be fed exclusively, as
they lack certain nutrients vital to your
geckos well being.
Reptile food pellets can also be given along with a
range of insects.

A brand of reptile pellets used to feed
geckos, manufactured by Otto. You will have
to train your gecko from small to eat pellets,
not all geckos will respond however, they
much prefer the real thing.
The best way to ensure that your geckos get the
best vitamin and mineral intake is to "train" your
geckos from small to eat the mealworms from a
shallow dish.

By feeding them from a shallow dish, this allows
you to put some multi-vitamin powder and
calcium powder in the same dish, and when the
gecko eats the mealworm, it will be ingesting the
multivitamin and calcium powder at the same
time.

A multi-vitamin powder for reptiles that can
be sprinkled on their food manufactured by
Zoo Med.

When you feed crickets, it is a good idea to put
some calcium powder and vitamin powder in a
plastic bag, then add the crickets and shake the
bag, thus causing the powder to stick to the
crickets which can then be fed to the geckos.

Crickets make a good gecko meal.
Crickets should be fed on a variety of vegetables
before being fed to your geckos, especially carrot.
Carrots contain Vit A. Crickets jump so well,
because their eyesight is 100%… because they
eat their carrots! See, your mom was right.
It is also wise to make sure that who-ever you get
your crickets from are feeding them on a variety
of things and that they are fed extra calcium and
vitamins. Crickets fatten your geckos quickly and
they can be used to condition your gecko after
laying eggs or if you have bought a gecko that
has been underfed.

Because crickets fatten geckos, it is not advisable
to feed them on crickets all the time. Remember
– what you put into your gecko is what you are
going to get out.

A leopard gecko spots an escapee
mealworm from a dish of pellets with
multivitamin and calcium powder. Dinner is
served!
Pinkies can only be fed to adult geckos and they
shouldn't be fed on them often. I do however
have some geckos that if given the option, they
will take the pinkie every time.

A leopard gecko grasping a pinkie in its jaws.
Pinkies condition geckos very quickly. Most
leopard geckos love to eat pinkies. Again, make
sure you dust the pinkie in calcium and vitamin
powder before you feed.

Please Sir, can I have another pinkie?
Pinkies can be used to fatten your geckos quickly,
like female geckos after they have laid eggs or a
gecko that has been underfed by someone else.

Pinkies can be offered to adult geckos as a
meal.
Breeding Your Leopard Geckos

A pair of leopard geckos mating.
Providing that your geckos are healthy and happy,
they are relatively easy to breed. Firstly you need
to determine the sex of your geckos to ensure
that you have a male and a female.

Many breeders will sell you a male or a female
gecko based on the temperature at which they
incubated the eggs.

Although this is quite accurate, it is not 100 %
accurate. Eggs incubated at 27*C will almost all
produce females, eggs incubated at 29*C should
produce 50:50 male and female, eggs incubated
at 32*C will produce more males than females.
The only correct way to tell what sex your gecko
is, is to feed your gecko and wait until it is about
six months to a year (depending on how much
they have grown in that time) and then, the
males will develop hemipenile bulges just behind
the vent at the base of the tail.

Picture showing the characteristic pre-anal
pores in the shape or an arrow head and also
the hemipenile bulges.
Males also have a row of dark coloured pre-anal
pores in the shape of an arrow head just in front
of the vent.

Close-up of the pre-anal pores, cloaca and
hemipenile bulges.
Females have no bulges and the pre-anal pores
that they possess are smaller, and the same
colour as the surrounding area.

Close-up of hemipenile bulges just below the
cloaca.

Picture showing a male vent. Notice the preanal pores in the shape of an arrow head

just above the vent and the hemipenile
bulges just behind the vent, this indicates a
male.

Females only have a faint line of pores, often
not seen at all and obviously no hemipenile
bulges.

No pores or hemipenile bulges visible in the
female – obviously!

Close-up of the cloaca of a female – no signs
of pre-anal pores or hemipenile bulges.
Once you have determined the sex of your geckos
and you indeed have a male and female, then you
have to wait until they are sexually mature before
they will breed.
Leopard Geckos will mate at a year but they will
not produce many, if any, viable eggs. The age at
which leopard geckos reach sexual maturity is 18
months.
There are various ways of breeding leopard
geckos but the best way I have found is to have
one male to 4 – 6 females in one enclosure and
grow them together.

One male (top right) and three females in
this harem, lucky man!
Males mate often and if you only have one female
to a male, then it is best to keep them in separate
enclosures and introduce the male during the
breeding season (which is usually late spring and
through summer).
You will need to separate the male and female
once they have mated. After the female has laid
her eggs, she should be fed well to fatten her up
for her next mating session about a month later.
Females usually lay two eggs at a time but they
can lay up to six times in one season. It is best to
only let your females lay 3-4 times in a season
and in that way, your females will live longer and
produce more viable eggs.

Picture of two newly laid gecko eggs.
Leopard Geckos will mate in spring and through
summer, after a period of hibernation. Some
breeders don't hibernate their geckos at all and
keep them warm through winter.
I must confess that I have had successful
breeding seasons with my geckos being both
hibernated and not hibernated, again the choice is
yours.
During hibernation the temperature must be
reduced or turned off completely. During this
time, your gecko will only eat a little or not at all.
As the climate starts to warm up, you can
increase the temperature of the cage to around
27*C. At this time, your geckos will eat like pigs
and get themselves ready for breeding. After a
couple of weeks, you will see when your geckos
are wanting to mate.
The male will follow the females, his tail will wag,
he will grasp the female by the neck.

Male (top) grasping the female (below)
The male holds the female still, wraps his tail
under hers so both their vents are touching and
hooks his hind legs around her pelvis.
Once he is in position, he inserts one hemipenis
into her oviduct.

Male (left) grasping the female (right) to get
her into a decent position where he will be
able to mate with her.
Both geckos are still while sperm is being
transferred. Mating takes place over a short
period of a couple of minutes and they then
separate.

The male grips the female on the neck or
back with his mouth to hold her in place, so
he can then get into position to insert a
hemipenis into her vent and deposit his
sperm.
Once you know that your geckos have mated,
separate them so you can condition your females
and male (see chapter on Helpful topics
-conditioning your leopard gecko).

Close-up of a male hemipenis with some
sperm on it, everted, just before copulating
(little red object , just below the right hind
leg – can you spot it?)

Male "cleaning" himself after copulating
(mating).

You will see over the next couple of weeks that
your females will start to look plump, as their
eggs develop.

Picture showing a gravid female leopard
gecko – the eggs shine through the skin.
You will also be able to see the eggs when they
are big enough when you look underneath your
females.

Picture of the belly of a gravid female
leopard gecko. Notice the eggs shining
through the skin.
The egg on the left is placed slightly higher than
the egg on the right.

Picture of a mommy to be – gravid female
with two eggs inside her.
Care needs to be taken that you feed your geckos
often, both male and female, and special attention
needs to be taken that your females are getting a
lot of calcium in their diet.
An easy way to ensure that they are getting
enough calcium and vitamins in their diet, is to
wet their lips and rub vitamin and calcium powder
over their lips and leave them to lick it off.

First step – wet finger and dip into calcium
powder and gently rub on gums of gecko.

Geckos hate this process, be careful that
your finger doesn't get nipped. Smear
powder paste along the gums.

Picture of a female leopard gecko licking
calcium powder that has been placed on her
lips.
I would recommend that you do this once a
week, but feed as often as your geckos will eat.
The same practice can be done for your male
because he needs to be conditioned as well, as he
also looses nutrients when he mates, and the
more vitamins he gets, the healthier his sperm
will be.
So, your geckos have mated and you have
conditioned them, then you need to put in a

container for your females to lay their eggs in.
The best container to use is a margarine tub or
ice-cream tub.

Picture of a nest box with a female leopard
gecko and a newly laid egg.
Cut a hole in the side or in the lid so that they can
enter easily. I find the best substrate for them to
lay in, is a mixture of vermiculite and sphagnum
moss or peat moss. Ensure that the substrate is
kept damp, not wet, and place the container on
the warmer side of the enclosure.

A female gecko with a newly laid egg.
Notice the egg just below her head in the
picture.
You will find that your females will get restless
when they are wanting to lay, and it is a good
idea to check in the tub every day to see if they
have laid.
A sure indication that eggs have been laid, is
when the moss is heaped up to one side of the
container, almost always there will be two little
white eggs buried underneath.

Picture of an egg that has just been laid by a
female leopard gecko.
Check thoroughly under the moss, being careful
not to disturb the eggs if they have been laid as
geckos like to bury their eggs.

A Female leopard gecko with a newly laid
egg.
Female leopard geckos will excavate a portion of
the nest box and push the moss on one side, lay
usually two eggs and then cover them up with the
moss again.

Once the eggs have been laid, you need to take
the eggs out and place them into a container.

Two leopard gecko eggs buried in moss.
Again, a simple margarine tub or ice-cream tub
will do. This time, the best substrate to use is
vermiculite, also just damp and not wet.
Usually a one to one ratio of water to vermiculite
works well. Make sure that there are air holes in
the tub all the way around, so the eggs can
breath.
Make indentations into the vermiculite and place
the eggs in them, as they were laid. Be careful
not to turn the eggs or change the position that
they were laid in.
The eggs will be about 2cm long and 1cm wide
and they will be white, soft and leathery, so take
care when transferring them from container to
container. The container with the eggs in, must
then be placed into an incubator.

Gecko eggs close-up.
The best way to make an incubator is to take a
fish tank and insulate it with polystyrene, make
the lid out of polystyrene to fit over the tank.

Picture of a home made incubator made by
myself.
Take two bricks or bend some wire mesh, so that
you have a platform in the bottom of the tank.
Fill the tank with water to the level of the platform

or level of the bricks. Place a submersible fish
tank heater in the water.

Obviously one side of the polystyrene has been
removed to show how it should look on the inside,
but the incubator should be insulated on all sides.
Place the tub containing the eggs on top of the
bricks or platform that you have made. The
temperature needs to be 27*C (or whatever
temperature you choose to produce the different
sex ratios as given above) in the tub with the
eggs in and so the temperature that you need to
set on the heater should be slightly higher.

This form of incubation has yielded me a
99% hatch rate ever since I developed this
method of incubation and starting using it.
It is always better to have tried and tested the
incubator before the eggs are laid and placed in it.
The first two eggs from the female usually are
infertile and go off after a couple of days, but a
few weeks later, when she lays again, they should
be white, soft and leathery.
Eggs that are off will be yellow, they will indent,
shrivel quickly and fungus will grow on them.
Occasionally, healthy eggs might also have
fungus grow on them and if this happens, you
need to reduce the humidity in the tub and
increase the air flow into and out of the tub.
The eggs should hatch around 52 to 63 days after
being laid.

Picture of a new-born juvenile leopard gecko
Juvenile leopard geckos are typically born with
brown and yellow bands on the body and brown
and white bands on the tail.
Juvenile leopard geckos are extremely quick and
they are about 3cm in length when they emerge
from the egg.
Juvenile geckos are extremely fragile, especially
the tail and care needs to be taken not to pinch or
grab the tail region.

A week after the gecko has been born, it will shed
its skin and probably eat it. The gecko will most
likely only start eating once it has shed for the
first time.
Juvenile geckos should be fed on pinhead crickets
and gradually the size of the cricket will increase
as the gecko grows.
Tiny mealworms can be offered as well, but only
tiny ones as the gecko must kill the meal worm
before it is ingested.
Large mealworms will be able to damage a
juvenile gecko internally by eating through the
stomach if the worm is not dead after being
ingested.
The crickets that are going to be fed to the geckos
need to be coated with calcium powder often as
juvenile geckos tend to develop a deficiency in
calcium as they grow.
You should check your gecko everyday and see if
it walks and runs properly and that it eats well.
A few minutes in direct sunlight a few times a
week can also aid the gecko with Vit. D3
absorption which in turn aids calcium absorption.
If your gecko develops weak and floppy legs, it
has a calcium deficiency, which you only have
yourself to blame for, and calcium will need to be

given every day by wetting the mouth of the
gecko and spreading calcium powder over the wet
area.
The gecko will ingest the calcium powder by
licking its lips. If this condition is acted upon
quickly in its early stages, the condition can be
rectified and cured.
Juvenile leopard geckos grow fast and can reach
adult size in 6 to 9 months. As the gecko grows,
the characteristic yellow and brown bands will
break up into a yellow background coloration with
black spots.

A picture of a typical specimen of a leopard
gecko.

Colour and pattern morphs
As a result of selective breeding, breeders have
been able to produce many colour and pattern
morphs in leopard geckos.

An example of a "high yellow" colour morph,
where the background coloration is bright yellow
with only a few black spots on the back of the
gecko.

An example of a "jungle phase" pattern morph.
The specimen should have a stripe down the back
and on the tail. The background coloration is
olive green.

An example of a "patternless phase" leopard
gecko. No markings, just a mauve background
coloration.

An example of a "leucistic phase" leopard gecko
where there is a slight mottled pattern along a
yellow back with a white tail and blue eyes.

An example of a juvenile "jungle phase" leopard
gecko. Notice the stripe along the back and tail, a
true indication of the "jungle phase".

An example of a juvenile "patternless phase"
leopard gecko.

An example of a juvenile "high yellow" leopard
gecko, indicated by the bright yellow hind legs
with no black barr, as found in the standard
juvenile leopard geckos.

Picture of a standard leopard gecko, notice that it
is paler and the black barr found on the hind legs
of the gecko. The black barr found on the hind
legs is absent in the other colour morphs.

Picture of siblings. Two eggs laid by a female
leopard gecko, the eggs hatched one day apart
and one egg produced a high yellow colour morph
(left) and the other egg produced a standard
leopard gecko (right).

Helpful Topics on Leopard Gecko Health
Some of the information in this chapter might
have been dealt with in a less detailed manner in
previous sections, however I feel some
information is very important to know when you
are wanting to care for your leopard gecko in the
best possible manner and so repetition is good.
Conditioning leopard geckos.
Both males and females get depleted of important
minerals and vitamins in the mating process, an
important one being calcium. Juveniles also
suffer quite often from a calcium deficiency
making their legs floppy and jaws weak.
To get around both problems, just add calcium!
Crickets and pinkies are a good food source for
conditioning geckos. Juvenile geckos can be
conditioned on pinhead crickets.
If you want to make sure that calcium actually
sticks to the pinkie, cricket or mealworm, then a
little sprinkle of water on the food item, before it
is dipped into the calcium and vitamin powder
always does the trick, once the food item has
been coated, it can be fed.
Coated food items should be fed to juveniles at
least once a week. Coated food items need to be
fed continually to breeding adults, especially after

females have laid - the exhausted females should
get a double portion of TLC.
Regular exposure to direct sunlight will also help
maximum growth and absorption of essential
vitamins and minerals by your gecko.
By simply putting your gecko down on the grass
or ground with the sun shining on it for a few
minutes every week will help maintain optimum
health conditions of your gecko.
Never leave your gecko unattended in a closed
container in direct sunlight - the heat in an
enclosed environment will kill your gecko.
A 100% guaranteed way to know that your gecko
has ingested calcium and vitamin powder is to
grasp your gecko properly, support the head and
dip your finger in some water and rub over the
mouth of your gecko - they do not enjoy this and
sometimes will open their mouths and try and
bite.
Then dip your finger in a mixture of calcium and
vitamin powder and dab on the wet mouth of the
gecko, the upper jaw works best, as geckos lick
upward and in this process the powder will be
ingested. Juveniles that suffer from a calcium
deficiency need to go through this ritual daily until
progress is seen in their condition.

Common Injuries and health problems in
Leopard Geckos
Some of the topics in this section might have
been covered earlier, but repetition is sometimes
good – some vital facts may stick in your head,
which might ultimately save your gecko.
This chapter is not intended to be veterinary
advice. It is just a collection of common problems
that I have recognised while keeping geckos.
In all cases I have simply provided the signs to
look for in a sick gecko, don't try to be the doctor
– vets have given their lives to wanting to help
sick animals and so if you are not sure, rather
consult a vet.

Vitamin and Mineral Deficiencies
Calcium deficiency or hypocalcemia is quite
common in juvenile geckos and care needs to be
taken to dust their food with calcium and also to
smear it on their lips too.

Picture showing a mouth deformity, due to lack of
calcium in this geckos diet, as a juvenile.
The calcium deficiency affects all the bone
structures, i.e. the limbs, jaw etc. The cutie in
the above picture was neglected by her previous
owner and although I managed to get her limbs
back to normal, her jaw will forever be slightly
damaged, that is why her mouth is slightly open
all the time and she also battles to grab crickets
and pinkies first time – so I help her a little by
holding her food in front of her.

External Anatomical Injuries
Never grab a gecko by its tail or it might fall off.

Picture of a gecko that has lost a part of its
tail.
The piece of tail that has broken off will grow back
in time, but the "new" tail will be fatter and much
smoother and the patterning will also differ
slightly from the rest of the tail.

Picture showing a regenerated tail of a
leopard gecko.
Never place two males in the same cage and
never place two males and a few females in the
same cage, otherwise the result will be as shown
in the next photograph.

Picture of a leopard gecko with war wounds.
Another male tore the skin on this males back.
They were accidentally placed in the same bucket
to feed on crickets.
Males are quite aggressive toward each other,
especially in the presence of females.
Even juveniles can harm each other, so if you are
keeping more than one gecko watch them when
you feed and check especially when they are
reaching sexual maturity that you have a single

male and female or a single male with a few
females.
All external wounds will have to be treated to
prevent infection and also to help aid the healing
process of the wound itself. In this case, consult
a reptile vet.
Humidity Problems
As with snakes, your gecko will shed its skin as it
grows. Leopard geckos however, eat their "old"
skin.

Leopard gecko shedding its skin.
Makes sure that no skin is left stuck to the body
and special attention should be paid to the feet of
your gecko.

The "old" skin peels away starting at the tip
of the nose.
Any skin that remains on the toes will dry and
could cause the toes to break off. Skin that
remains stuck and a gecko that continually battles
to shed, is a clear indication that the humidity
needs to be increase in the geckos enclosure.

Leopard gecko eating its "old" skin that it is
busy shedding off.
This can be done by putting damp peat moss /
vermiculite in a ice cream tub or butter dish with
a hole cut into the side. Place the dish on the
warm side of the cage.

The gecko will pull at the loose skin to get it
off.
The gecko will reside inside where it should be hot
and humid and shedding should be an easy
process for the gecko.

Notice the bright shiny skin under the dull
outer pale shedding.
Mouth Rot
Any yellow puss along the jaw lines or even in the
mouth of the gecko is an indication of mouth rot.
If you notice this in your gecko, get veterinary
help immediately.
Mouth rot can be caused from foreign particles
being stuck in the geckos mouth e.g. A piece of
bark or moss or stone.
Once the foreign particle is stuck, an infection sets
in, leading to the production of puss.
Mouth rot can lead to loss of appetite and
eventually starvation and ultimately death.
Should you see what you might think is mouth
rot, consult a reptile vet.

Eye Infections
Shut eyes or eyes with crusty flakes in the
corners is an indication of an eye infection or
general decline in health of the gecko. Cloudy
eyes is also an indication of poor health. Again, if
you are not sure, consult your vet.
Underfed, malnutritioned & dehydrated
The first sign of an unhappy leopard gecko is a
thin tail – it should be fat! All the nutrients and
fat is stored in a leopard geckos tail and they live
off these "reserves" when food is scarce.
A thin tail means that the gecko hasn't eaten in a
while. Dry dull skin could mean that the leopard
gecko is dehydrated.
If you can see the spine of the leopard gecko or
the hip bones or the ribs, then your leopard gecko
is malnutritioned and underfed.
Internal parasites could also lead to weight loss in
your gecko – again consult a vet.
Broken bones, deformities
Unfortunately it happens. Deformities occur when
eggs are incubated at too high temperatures,
causing deformities along the spine.

Hypocalcemia can result in deformed bone
structures in the spine, legs and jaw of a leopard
gecko.
If you drop your gecko, this could break a limb or
if something falls onto your gecko it could break a
limb or the spine of the gecko. Again consult your
vet for a professional opinion.
Gecko Faeces
I know this is a "dirty" subject, but someone has
to talk about it. Your gecko will pick a spot in its
cage and defecate there.
The faeces should comprise of hard dark and
white part. The dark part is all the indigestible
remains of its dinner and the white part is excess
calcium that is being discarded.
If the faeces is just a solid dark blob, then it could
be an indication that not enough calcium is being
given to your gecko.
Runny faeces is a sure sign of internal parasites
and should be dealt with by a vet.

Choosing your leopard gecko
Juvenile leopard geckos should be very active,
they should be very energetic. Juvenile leopard
geckos should have big dark shiny eyes and their
skin should be bright.
Juvenile leopard geckos should have a fat belly –
their tail wouldn't be that fat (especially juveniles
a few weeks old), depending on their age.

Picture of two siblings, notice how the
colours differ – one is a high yellow colour
morph (left) and the other is standard
(right).
Things to look out for. Your gecko must be fat, it
must be able to walk or run properly. Your
geckos eyes should be wide open and its mouth
should be closed and free of any infection.

Your gecko should be passing relatively solid
faeces and your gecko should have a good
appetite.
Your gecko shouldn't have bone growth defects,
injuries of any kind, floppy legs or a deformed
jaw!
If you have a choice, choose the biggest and
brightest from the batch.

Isn't she a cutie?
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